
A Working Landscape 

Living and Working in Hartland Parish 

 

Hartland Parish Council hopes that this document will help those who live and work 
in our rural landscape to understand the agricultural calendar, how and why things 
are done and what to do if something goes wrong 

The farming year is still governed by the seasons and weather as it always has 
been.  Changes in farming practices and technology sometimes result in different 
ways of doing things but the expected outcome is the same; to produce food for us 
all and to protect the landscape for future generations 

Hedges, Verges and Wild plants 

Trimming hedges: Who, When and How  

 Where road safety is not jeopardised, landowners and occupiers are 
recommended to undertake trimming preferably in January and February, to 
ensure that berries and nuts are available to feeding birds and other wildlife 
for as long as possible during the winter.  

 Trimming should not take place during the main bird breeding season, March 
to July inclusive. Hedges that are cut every year support far less wildlife than 
those which are cut less frequently and where hedges are set back from the 
edge of the road and safety considerations allow, farmers and landowners are 
encouraged to cut on a two or three year cycle. If the side of the hedge 
adjacent to the road has to be cut every year for visibility, drainage or other 
reasons, consideration should be given to only cutting the top of the hedge 
once every two or three years or less frequently.  

 On major roads Devon County Council should cut hedges on bends and at 
junctions. On the minor roads this is left to the landowner/occupier in 
accordance with the Highways Act.  

 If a hedge or tree is causing an obstruction or restricting visibility the Council 
may contact the landowner/occupier concerned and request cutting. Where 
this is causing a safety concern a formal notice will be issued and then, if 
necessary, the work undertaken by the Council but the landowner will be 
liable for any costs  

This information was taken from Devon County Council website  

Hedge trimming leaflet: www.devon.gov.uk/06hedgetrimmingguide-4.pdf 

 Devon County Council is responsible for cutting roadside verges; in rural 
areas this is often on safety grounds to improve visibility at road junctions.  
There is a comprehensive guide on the cutting of verges and protection of 
wild plants available from Devon County Council  
www.devon.gov.uk/vergesbooklet.pdf 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/vergesbooklet.pdf


 Plantlife, a conservation organisation started in 1989 with the aim of 
protecting and conserving wild plants, gives further advice about the sensitive 
cutting of verges. Plantlife campaigns for good road verge maintenance and 
welcomes input from the public:  www.plantlife.org.uk/roadvergecampaign 

 In 2010 Devon County Council commissioned a Parish Biodiversity report for 
Hartland.  The resulting 129 page document is available from Devon County 
Council or can be downloaded at:  www.devon.gov.uk/hartlandpba.pdf.  The 
report states that: ‘Many verges can have a significant value for wildlife 
because they have escaped the intensive management of the surrounding 
farmland. Ensuring such verges are managed for their wildlife is a very 
positive step, again contributing to the Flower-rich Meadows and Pastures 
Habitat Action Plan’. 

 Japanese Knotweed on the highway verge should be reported to My Devon 
0845 1551004 

Slurry - Why, when and how it is spread 

Manure and slurry are natural products used to fertilise the land and contribute to the 
fertility of the soil by adding organic matter and nutrients, such as nitrogen, that are 
trapped by bacteria in the soil.   

If you and your neighbours would like to know when manure and slurry is going to be 
spread so you can close windows or fetch in the washing why not set up a self-help 
phone contact chain? Ask the farmer to contact one of you when slurry is to be 
spread and then set the chain in action 

If you feel that an excessive amount of slurry spreading is taking place near your 
house then it may be a good idea to keep a diary of dates which could then be 
forwarded to the Parish Council for collation  

The Code of Good Agricultural Practice (COGAP) for the protection of water, soil and 
air recommends manure and slurry should not be applied: 

 When the soil is waterlogged 

 When the soil is frozen hard 

 When the field is covered in snow 

 When soil is cracked down to field drains or backfill 

 When the field has been piped, mole drained or sub-soiled over drains in the 
last 12 months 

 When heavy rain is forecast within the next 48 hours 

 within 10 metres of any ditch, pond or surface water 

 within 50 metres of any spring, well, borehole or reservoir that supplies water 
for human consumption or for farm dairies 

 on very steep slopes where run-off is a high risk throughout the year 

 on any areas where you are not allowed to because of specific management 
agreements. 

 

http://www.plantlife.org.uk/roadvergecampaignnt/
http://www.devon.gov.uk/hartlandpba.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nutrient#Nutrients_and_the_environment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nitrogen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bacteria


Watercourses 

The Environment Agency is a UK government agency concerned mainly with rivers, 
flooding, and pollution. They deal with a wide range of issues, from bathing water 
quality to river pollution and water extraction licences. Water extraction licences are 
usually required if more than 20 cubic metres (4,000 gallons) of water per day is 
taken from a river, spring, stream or other watercourse  

This information is taken from www.environment-agency.gov.uk 

Reporting dirty or damaged roads and verges 

 Occupiers of land have a duty not to obstruct the public highway or do 
anything that could inconvenience or endanger the public while they use the 
highway 

 Do not drive on the verges as this may damage easements, ditches and grips. 
Bringing mud and water onto the road causes a hazard and weakens the road 
edges.  

 Driving on verges also causes harm to wildlife. 

This information is taken from the Devon County Council website: 
www.devon.gov.uk/index/transportroads/roads/farming_and_roads 

Instances of damaged or dirty roads should be reported to the Police or Devon 
County Council Highways Department (contact details below) 

Livestock 

 If you find livestock wandering on roads call at the next farm and let them 
know or, if this isn’t possible, call the police on the non-emergency 101 
number 

Livestock and dogs 

 It’s against the law to let a dog be dangerously out of control in a public place 
or in a private place where the dog isn’t allowed to be, for example in a 
neighbour’s house or garden without permission. This law applies to all dogs 

 A court could decide that a dog is dangerously out of control if it injures 
someone’s animal or the owner of the animal thinks they could be injured if 
they tried to stop your dog attacking their animal 

 A farmer is allowed to kill your dog if it’s worrying their livestock  

From: www.gov.uk/control-dog-public 

 Dogs should be on a lead when crossing land containing livestock,  
Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000 

Dog fouling 

Torridge District Council has introduced Dog Control Orders under the provisions of 
the Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act 2005.  The Orders replace certain 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
http://www.devon.gov.uk/index/transportroads/roads/farming_and_roads
http://www.gov.uk/control-dog-public


byelaws and the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 and came into effect on 1st May 
2013.   

The Council has introduced Dog Control Orders to control four offences, as follows:- 

 failing to remove dog faeces on public open land 

 not keeping a dog on a lead in certain places 

 not putting, and keeping, a dog on a lead when directed to do so in certain 
places 

 permitting a dog to enter land from which dogs are excluded 

Dog Control Orders provide the option to issue Fixed Penalty Notices to offenders of 
£75 (£50 if paid within 10 days). 

Taken from: www.torridge.gov.uk 

There is growing evidence of links between two specific diseases in livestock and the 
presence on grazing land of faeces from infected dogs: Neosporosis, which can 
cause abortion in cattle and Sarcocystosis, which can cause neurological disease 
and death in sheep. Please clear up after your dog. 

Information from: www.nfu.org.uk 

  

The Countryside Code 

Respect other people 

 Consider the local community and other people enjoying the outdoors 
 Leave gates and property as you find them and follow paths unless wider 

access is available 

Protect the natural environment 

 Leave no trace of your visit and take your litter home 
 Keep dogs under effective control 

Protect the natural environment 

 Leave no trace of your visit and take your litter home 
 Keep dogs under effective control 

Taken from: www.naturalengland.org.uk  

Footpaths and Rights of Way are managed by Devon County Council 

Contact: My Devon or www.devon.gov.uk/public_rights_of_way 

 

http://www.torridge.gov.uk/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/countrysidecode/considerothers.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/countrysidecode/leavegates.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/countrysidecode/leavegates.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/countrysidecode/leavenotrace.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/countrysidecode/keepdogs.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/countrysidecode/leavenotrace.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/countrysidecode/keepdogs.aspx


Local Conservation Groups 

Hartland Environmental Action Project (HEAP) was formed in 2013. The group works 
with the North Devon Biosphere Reserve to monitor local streams and water courses 
to evaluate their health and viability.  

www.facebook.com/HartlandEnvironmentalActionProject?ref=hl 

 

 

Contacts and More Information 

Devon County Council – roads, hedges, footpaths www.devon.gov.uk , My Devon 
0845 1551004 

Torridge District Council - dog control, littering, fly tipping www.torridge.gov.uk  
01237 428700 

Devon and Cornwall Police www.devon-cornwall.police.uk, general enquiries and 
crime reporting 101 

The Maritime and Coastguard Agency 0870 6006505 infoline@mcga.gov.uk  

The Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service 01392 872200 
comments@dsfire.gov.uk 

Environment Agency:  03708 506 506:  www.environment-agency.gov.uk 

Natural England is a public body responsible to the Department of Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs. Natural England’s purpose is to protect and improve 
England’s environment: 0845 600 3078: www.naturalengland.org.uk  

North Devon Biosphere reserve is one of 621 Reserves in 117 countries designated 
by UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere Programme and was the first of 6 to be 
designated in the UK: www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk:  01271 388647 

The North Devon Coast AONB is one of a family of 'Protected Landscapes' in the 
South West. The North Devon AONB contains a diversity of scenery, landscapes 
and habitats and encompasses the Hartland Heritage Coast, North Devon Heritage 
Coast and the internationally famous UNESCO Biosphere Reserve centred on 
Braunton Burrows. North Devon AONB was designated in 1959 and covers 
approximately 171 km sq of coastal landscape, from Marsland Mouth on the Cornish 
border, to Combe Martin and the boundary with Exmoor National Park: 
www.northdevon-aonb.org.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/HartlandEnvironmentalActionProject?ref=hl
http://www.devon.gov.uk/
http://www.torridge.gov.uk/
http://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/man-and-biosphere-programme/
http://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/

